
Things to consider when buying a new Laptop 

 

So you’re thinking about a new Laptop, before you go ahead, here are some other 

important points to consider.   

 

Hardware:   

There are two main considerations here, the processor (which does all the work), and Ram (random 

access memory) which helps the processor operate faster. I always recommend Intel processors in 

Laptops from the point of view of speed and efficiency. There are three Intel processors to choose 

from starting with the i3 then going up to the multi-core i5 and the top of the range i7. For day-to-day 

computing needs the i3 should be fine, but for faster, more responsive usage, go for the i5 or if you 

want really top performance (at a price) then the i7. Any processor below these, for instance Pentium 

and Celeron models and some AMD’s I have found to be lacking in performance and that is a pity when 

you are investing money in a Laptop that you want to keep and enjoy using for a few years. Ram starts 

at 4GB (gigabytes) which will probably be fine for low to medium usage, but the rule here is the more 

the better, so 8GB is preferable. 

Next item is the hard drive – this is where all your programs and files and folders are stored. Traditional 

hard drives are mechanical and come in a size of 1TB – a terabyte is 1000 gigabytes – which is pretty 

massive. However, the latest innovation is in the form of Solid State Drives (SSD) which are like a big 

memory card! Because this technology is more expensive it means you get less storage for your 

money, but they work much faster, so your new Laptop will boot up very quickly. Starting at around 

120GB, which for most people will be a bit too small, unless you are only going to be using the internet 

and email and saving a few documents, but NOT lots of photos and music etc. So preferably look for a 

larger size from around 240GB. 

Printer/scanner: If you’re printer or scanner is quite old (more than about 3-4 years), there is a 

chance it may not work with your new equipment (especially scanners). So for the cost of it, budget 

for a new one. They now come as a combined unit now as well, so are quite space-saving. One tip 

here, don’t go for a budget model at about £30 because they can be very difficult to set up and can be 

expensive to run. A price range from about £50-£60 is more realistic, and check the ongoing cost of 

inks.  

Power supply – make sure you have enough sockets. You don’t want new equipment plugged into 

old double adaptors etc. Get a nice new surge-protected 4 or 6 way socket strip.  

Software:  

Take a look at what software you have on your existing computer. A good case in point is Microsoft 

Office (Word, Excel etc.). It is a popular misconception that these programs are included with 

Windows, in fact they are not. So budget for a new version of Office, (the 2019 version has just been 

launched). Think about which programs you use to make sure you get the right package, otherwise 

you won’t be able to open any/all of your old documents. The Office Home version includes just Word, 

Excel & PowerPoint.  If you need Outlook, Access or Publisher then you will be looking at the 

Professional version which cost about three times as much. You don’t have to use Office, there are 

cheaper or even free programs available online like Open Office and Star Office that have similar 

functions; but there can be some compatibility issues.  
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A good point to mention here is that you have a choice when buying Microsoft Office, you either buy 

it outright as mentioned above, or you can subscribe monthly or annually to get the programs you 

need. Generally speaking, if you only need the three main programs in the suite for use by one person 

or just one computer, it is more economical to purchase it. But should you need more programs or 

want to share it amongst the family or other computers you own, then the subscription version can 

work out a better bet. This is called Office 365 and you can see the details and pricing here: 

https://products.office.com/en-gb/compare-all-microsoft-office-products?tab=1 

Also think about what you use for photo editing; you may have purchased a program like Photoshop 

etc., so make sure you have the original installation disc and licence number. If you are not sure, there 

are some free programs like the online version of Google Picasa that do a good job of basic editing. 

Check for other things like family history or any other interests or hobbies you might use special 

software for.  

Data:  

Ideally you should do back-ups of your own data anyway, but if you haven’t (tsk tsk!), now is the time 

to make sure you do. Copy all your documents, photos, music, videos onto a CD/DVD/memory stick or 

external hard drive, ready to go onto your new computer. Don’t forget things like your address book, 

Internet Favorites, and even emails. However, if you use an Internet email service like Hotmail, Gmail, 

or Yahoo Mail, then you won’t have to worry as everything is stored online anyway.  

 

Internet / WiFi connection:  

How do you connect to the Internet? First of all, if you are buying new equipment you should ideally 

go for Kcom’s fibre-optic Lightstream service. This is not only much faster but offers a more stable and 

reliable service compared to traditional broadband.  

While you are doing all this, make sure you can lay your hands on your username and password as 

your Kcom or other email cannot be set up without it. If you can’t find the details or you think you 

might have changed your password at some time, then phone to check up first. If you change your 

Internet package it can take 6 days to switch over, so allow time for this.  

 

Security:  

You won’t want to take any chances with your new system, so ensure you get a reliable security 

product, or that you have the installation and licence details of your existing one if you have an ongoing 

paid-up subscription. We recommend Eset Internet Security which we will be happy to quote for. 
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Finally…  

Enjoy! - A new computer can be a very rewarding experience, that’s why it is important to get 

everything right or replaced at the same time. Try not to be sentimental about your old kit; save 

yourself the hassle of having problems with old incompatible hardware and software. You wouldn’t 

have a brand new kitchen fitted and then shove in a dodgy old gas cooker! Enjoy the speed and 

convenience of all that new technology; don’t suffer at the hands of old, slow and annoyingly quirky 

systems. Also, it’s the time to have a spring clean (not just around the desk!) and only put onto your  

new computer the stuff you really want, and keep everything else on discs etc., so you can always 

access anything if you need it.   

For specialist help on set up, or impartial advice on any of the foregoing, please contact the 

undersigned.  

  

  

Richard Mills   
RDM Computers Cottingham 

t: 01482 875666  

info@rdmcomputers.co.uk 

www.rdmcomputers.co.uk  
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